[Changes in drug elimination under the influence of perazine therapy (author's transl)].
In 8 male patients who were treated with perazine for a schizophrenic psychosis (200-800 mg/die), the elimination rate of phenazone was investigated. Simultaneously determinations of plasma levels of perazine and desmethylperazine were carried out. The average half-life of phenazone was 27.0 h in perazine-treated patients and 11.2 h in controls. Correspondingly, the clearance of phenazone decreased from 47.0 ml/min to 18.9 ml/min under perazine, both differences being highly significant. The amount of 4-OH-phenazone, the principal hydroxylated metabolite excreted in the urine, was 66 mg/24 h in the perazine group, and significantly different from the results obtained in the control group: 185 mg/24 h. In contrast the urinary excretion of the unchanged phenazone increased from 29 to 40 mg/24 h under perazine. The results are interpreted to demonstrate inhibition of drug hydroxylation in the liver by perazine treatment.